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CHAPTER 16. DISEASES OF ANIMALS
PART I. LOUISIANA BOARD OF ANIMAL HEALTH
§2091. Louisiana Board of Animal Health
A. The Louisiana Board of Animal Health is hereby created within the Department of Agriculture and Forestry.
The board shall be domiciled in Baton Rouge.

B. The board shall consist of the following eighteen members appointed by the commissioner of agriculture and
forestry in accordance with the following provisions:

(1) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Livestock Marketing
Association.

(2) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation.

(3) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Veterinary Medical
Association.

(4) One member who is a breeder of purebred cattle appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the
Louisiana Cattlemen's Association.

(5) One member who is a breeder of commercial cattle appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the
Louisiana Cattlemen's Association.

(6) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Thoroughbred Breeders'
Association.

(7) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Pork Producers’ Association.

(8) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Sheep Producers' Association.

{9) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Poultry Federation.

(10) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the commissioner of agriculture.

(11) One member representing the meat industry appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the
Independent Meat Packers Association.

(12) One dairy farmer to be selected from persons nominated by organized dairy cooperatives domiciled in
Louisiana, each of which cooperatives may nominate one dairy farmer.

(13) One member who is a livestock dealer appointed from the livestock dealers permitted by the board.

(14) One member who is a poultry grower appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Farm
Bureau Federation.

(15) One member who is an exotic animal farmer licensed pursuant to R.S. 3:3102.

(16) Two members appointed by the commissioner, one from a list of nominees submitted by the chairman of the
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture, and Rural Development and one from a list of nominees
submitted by the chairman of the House Committee on Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture, and Rural Development.

(17) One member appointed from a list of three persons nominated by the Louisiana Meat Goat Association.

C. The commissioner of agriculture and forestry shall serve on the board as ex officio member with the same
rights, powers, duties, responsibilities, and privileges as appointed members.

D. Members shall be appointed for terms which shall end at the same time as the term of the commissioner making
the appointment. Members shall serve until their successors in office are appointed and sworn in. Each member shall take
and subscribe to the oath of office prescribed for state officers,

E.(1) Members shall be appointed no later than the sixtieth day after the commissioner takes office, or the sixtieth
day after a vacancy occurs, or the sixtieth day after nominations are received by the commissioner, whichever is later.

(2) The initial appointment of the member who is an exotic animal farmer shall be no later than the sixtieth day
after August 15, 1997. Thereafter, such appointment shall be made pursuant to Paragraph (1).

F. Each appointment by the commissioner shall be submitted to the Senate for confirmation.

G. Vacancies in the offices of the members shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointments for the
unexpired portion of the term of the office vacated.

H. A majority of the members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All official
actions of the board shall require the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the board. However, no member
may vote to deny a charter, permit, or license to any person applying for such if the applicant would be in direct
competition with the member's business operation.

I. Members may designate representatives to attend meetings of the board. Members who appoint representatives
shall provide notice to the board of such action. Representatives shall present written authorization, signed by a member,
to the board prior to attending a meeting. Representatives shall not have voting rights.

J. The board, by a vote of two-thirds of the members, may expel a member who has accumulated three consecutive
unexcused absences from board meetings.

K. Members of the board shall not receive any salary for their duties as members. Members may receive a per
diem for each day spent in actual attendance of meetings of the board or of duly appointed committees or subcommittees of
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the board. The amount of the per diem shall be fixed by the board in an amount not to exceed forty dollars. Members may
receive a mileage allowance for mileage traveled in attending meetings. The mileage allowance shall be fixed by the board
in an amount not to exceed the mileage rate for state employees.

L. The board may meet on the call of the chairman or upon the request of any three members.

M. The board may authorize the commissioner, and the commissioner hereby shall be so authorized, to direct
livestock brand inspectors to assist in the enforcement of the provisions of this Chapter and the rules and regulations
adopted pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter; and any such livestock brand inspector shall have such additional power
and authority in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.

Acts 1995, No. 233, §1; Acts 1995, No. 242, §1; Acts 1995, No. 613, §1; Acts 1997, No. 5, §1; Acts 2008, No. 920,
§1, eff. July 14, 2008; Acts 2009, No. 24, §8N, eff. June 12, 2009; Acts 2010, No. 495, §1, eff. June 24, 2010; Acts 2010,
No. 645, §1, eff. June 29, 2010.
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§2092. Officers and employees

A. The members of the board shall elect a chairman, a vice-chairman, and such other officers as they deem
necessary. All officers shall be members of the board.

B. The board, subject to the approval of the commissioner of agriculture, shall employ a director, an assistant
director, and a state veterinarian, all of whom shall be in the unclassified service. The board, subject to the approval of the
commissioner of agriculture, shall appoint the executive secretary of the board. The commissioner of agriculture shall
employ other personnel of the board as necessary. All employees of the board shall be under the direction and supervision
of the commissioner of agriculture.

C. The state veterinarian shall be licensed to practice veterinary medicine in this state, shall be a graduate of a
recognized school of veterinary medicine, and shall have at least five years experience as a veterinarian.

Amended by Acts 1954, No. 689, §1; Acts 1980, No. 330, §1; Acts 1982, No. 443, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1983; Acts 2013,
Na. 200, §1; Acts 2018, No, 429, §1.
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§2093. Powers

The Louisiana Board of Animal Health shall have the following powers and duties:

(1) To adopt such rules and regulations as are necessary to implement and enforce the powers and duties assigned to
the board by law. All rules and regulations shall be adopted in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.

(2) To hold hearings and conduct investigations. All adjudicatory hearings shall be held in accordance with the
Administrative Procedure Act.

(3) To issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses or the production of documents and records anywhere
in the state in any hearing before the board.

(4) To issue charters and determine sale days for public livestock markets in accordance with R.S. 3:665.

(5) To issue market agency and livestock dealer permits in accordance with R.S. 3:563.

(6) To compel owners of livestock subject to regulation by the board to quarantine, test, or vaccinate the hivestock
whenever necessary to prevent, control, or eradicate any infectious discase present in the livestock.

(7) To issue cease and desist orders when a violation that is endangering or causing significant damage to animal
health or commerce is eccurring or is about to occur.

(8) To institute civil proceedings seeking injunctive relief to restrain and prevent violations of the laws or of
administrative rules administered or enforced by the board.

(9) To impose penalties for viclations of the laws and administrative rules administered and enforced by the board
ag follows:

(a) Civil penalties of up to one thousand dollars for each violation of the laws and administrative rules administered
and enforced by the board. Each day on which a violation occurs shall be considered a separate offense.

(b) Issuance of a public or private letter of reprimand or concern.

(c) Restitution of the department's costs and expenses in connection with the enforcement of this Part.

(d) Denial, revocation, or suspension of any permit issued by the board.

(10) To advise the state Department of Agriculture and Forestry, the United States Department of Agriculture, and
the legislature with respect to all phases of the meat industry in Louisiana, including but not limited to the slaughtering and
processing of meat and the implementation of the Federal Meat Inspection Act, the Federal Poultry Products Inspection
Act, and the state meat inspection program.

(11) To adopt such rules and regulations as may be necessary to monitor compliance with the prohibition against
tampering with Iivestock at a public livestock exhibition as set forth in R.S. 14:102.1(B)(2).

(12) To adopt such rules and regulations as may be necessary to establish standards governing the care and well-
being of bovine, equine, ovine, caprine, porcine, and poultry bred, kept, maintained, raised, or used for show, profit, or for
the purpose of selling or otherwise producing crops, animals, or plant or animal products for market. The board shall
consider the following when adopting the standards:

(a) The health and husbandry of the bovine, equine, ovine, caprine, porcine, and poultry.

(b) Generally accepted farm management practices.

(c) Generally accepted veterinary standards and practices.

(d) The economic impact the standards may have on bovine, equine, ovine, caprine, porcine, and poultry farmers,
the affected bovine, equine, ovine, caprine, porcine, and poultry sectors, and consumers.

(13) To assess penalties pursuant to an administrative hearing conducted in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act. The board may institute civil proceedings to enforce its rulings in the district court of the parish in which
the violation occurred.

Amended by Acts 1952, No. 273, §1; Acts 1952, No. 425, §2; Acts 1954, No. 689, §2; Acts 1982, No. 443, §1, eff.

Jan. 1, 1983; Acts 1997, No. 461, §1; Acts 2008, No. 920, §1, eff. July 14, 2008; Acts 2010, No. 113, §1, eff. June 8, 2010;
Acts 2012, No. 204, §1; Acts 2018, No. 429, §1.

http:/iwww.legis.la.gov/Legis/LawPrint.aspx?d=85926




1/10/2019 LA Law Print

RS 3:2094

§2094. Powers of the state veterinarian

A. The state veterinarian may:

(1) Establish, maintain, and enforce quarantine lines and place movement restrictions on intrastate and interstate
travel of livestock.

(2) Place any livestock in quarantine until the necessary inspections or tests or epidemiological investigations have
been completed.

(3) Appoint inspectors to enter premises, to inspect and disinfect livestock premises, and enforce quarantines.

(4) Make a determination based on epidemiological evaluation of current discase risks that additional requirements
are needed to prevent the introduction or spread of disease.

(3) Direct a person to comply with the entry or additional requirements in writing or orally and confirmed in
writing.

B. In consultation with federal officials and agencies and based upon an epidemiological evaluation of the current
risk of introduction or spread of disease, the state veterinarian may place any animal used for research in quarantine until
the disease risk has abated. The determination to lift a quarantine issued pursuant to this Subsection shall be based on
validated data derived from evidence-based practices.

Acts 2013, No. 200, §1; Acts 2015, No. 216, §1.
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